
Sexuality: An African Perspective. The politics of self and cultural 
beliefs is intended to be a response to: 1) strong urges within 
the writers to respond, explain, question, and contribute to 
an inventory of socio-cultural understandings and 
misunderstandings that both African and western 
anthropologists may have created, ignored, erred, and/ or 
missed; 2) recommendations and insights i;enerated by 
research on sexuality in general, and reproductive health and 
rights in particular (Abd El-Salaam 20CJ3; Aghacy 2003; Allan 
Guttmacber Institute 2003; Ashford 2003; Dialmy 2003; 
Lempey et al. 2002; Luke and Kurz 2000; Rao Gupta 2000, 
2003; CARE International 2002; Niang 1996; UNIFEM 2001), 
and 3} a call to Africans (ourselves) to Join the debate on their 
social life by engasing in self-critique as products of the 
unfolding socio-political history. 

There are two main themes throughout the articles. First, 
culture manifests itself differently in every ethnic group and 
consequently each group has a unique way of understanding 
the world (fife), divinity, and being human and a different 
way of communicating that understanding to each other and 
the world. An indigenous African's way of life, forms an 
interface with modern ways through the assimilation of 
whatever belief system one has adopted and continues to 
embrace in the long journey of life. Shared norms and an 
underlying belief system also are (re)packaged and/ or 
cushioned within global and commercial cultures introduced 
and absorbed through schooling and the mass media. 

Second, points of view and norms relating to sexual 
practices are dynamic and largely influenced by social, 
religious, economic, and ,rolitical changes in diverse ways. 
Globalization and foreii;n cultures" introduced and absorbed 
through formal education, religion, and the mass media play 
an important role in the construction of sexuality. 
Subsequently moving away, conformity, and I or resistance to 
societal norms mold the constructions, understandings and 



(:>µIOJOUOUI) asmo:>SJP a181.l!S e a:>JOJ oi lUllM pJnOM kjapos ill{l 
1.1! 1npaMod illjl lj8no111 lllljl pan8rn OSJll ilH ·,, · · ·sanJeA 1epos 
1uaJamp JO uo1peJaJU! ill{l 01 spea1,, san8rn (v86 I A){SJOMSI 
1.1!) 1.I!ll{){l?H 'UOJpeJall.l! Jl?JJOS JO ssooord e lj:>n5 "Sllj8!1lj8!lj 
){OOq S!ljl sa sa:>J.peJd lUanbasqns pus SUIJOU MilU oi Uial{l 
saq1nsqns ilUIJl auras al{l lll pue suourpan UIOJJ arruredap JJal{l 
snads a:>uaJamp a111. ·luaJamp si l{JJl{M ue:>JJJ\I' AJeJodUialuo:, 
pue puqA:lj 'paJeUie8JeUie ue JO pairuusuoo amnm-qns e 
OJ 81.l!'aUOJilq se paZJJ08.JWJ aq pJnOJ SJa)!JM illjJ. ·a8emA il�l 
UJ siredraiurioo JJal{l JO JSOUI oi pasop seM lllljl sannrruroddo 
Jl?UO!Jll:>npa JO PJJOM e dn pauado lllljl SJOOljJS 118111 
pa8aJ!AJJd oi lUaM 'S8UjllilS Jl?JnJ UJ paster pue uroq ilJ.JM Aal{l 
118nOl{l UilAa 'OljM uaur pue uaUIOM pa8aJ!AJJd illll SJO\{lnll al{l 
JO auros 'a1dwexa JOtf ·pJ.JOM atp aas SJillUM illjl MOlj JO SJ!W!J 
/sapepunoq awaJJ A1InJJaMod 'anqns l{�nOljl SlUaJJn:>Japun 
1e:>nnod pue ':i1wouo:>a '1e1:ios 'Japua8 ·sasua1 a1dmnw 
118n0Jl{l paiardranrr pue pat.JaJaJ pue saarnos a1dmnw 
WOJJ sn oi nras snOJAqo OS lOU pue snOJAqo 'pat.OJ pue paAO 
saouarradxa paJaA:ennnw JO suopmardrann pue s8u1ueaw 
am illillj paiuasardar SJ llll.{M ·a:,uapadxa a1ewaJ JO a1ew 
ueJJJJ\I' ue JO soouatradxo s,dnoJ8 JJUlj"jil ue JO at.µe1uasaJdaJ 
AeM ou u1 am saouarradxa asaqJ. ·s8umas Jl?WJOJU! pue 
Jl?WJOJ illjl ut ,,SJOle:>npa,, A:uew A:q pawJOJU! se soououadxa 
JJaljl lnoqe 'al.l!J!JM am sJa)!JM a111 'saseJ al{l JO isour ur 

·euawoua11d 
palUllJ2-JOJ-Ua){lll JO anburro JOJ aands aljl 8u1pJAOJd 
pue '.UOJljSllJ lJilq JOAilAUOJ e UJ S.JJJPl?Jd paraposse pire 
sanJeA nnrdur] pue sonpord sseur Ol.{M SlJUn Pllltn se sdnorf 
:>!Ul.{lil 1noqe �1.l!){l.l!l{l Jll:>JdkioaJillS 'ill.l!AOJJSap sdeqrad J)Ull 

21.1!8ua11e11:> '.sa:>JpeJo JeJmJnJ pam1snf(un) wOJJ amiredap 
JO aJejd aljl JO 8U!){Jl?W '.a8Jawa oi ssououadxo 2uJU!JilP 
1.l!llPaJ paJqeua lllljl lXilJUOJ aljl pus saouarradxa pat.n :Ol 
pJe2aJ ljl!M sueJJJJ\I' 8uowe sa:>JpeJd pue surrou 1enxas uo 
asaq a2paJMOU){ illjl Ol a1nqJJJUO:> 01 paml1sap SJ ){Ooq SJljJ. 

·aAjlJilijilJ-:fjilS pue 'ArnJodwalUOJ 'aAT.jl?JOJdxa 
am JXillUOJ JllJJJOlS!lj e JaJJO ){OOq S!ljl UJ SJa1de11:i illjl 
'lj:>ns sv ·am 1epos armonns os1e suorpear asal{J. -sanujroqns 
pue saurunururoo apora Jo aAJasaJd 'aleaJJ 'sa:>JpeJd 
1enxas JOJlUOJ 'kinuapJ Japua2 pue AHJenxas JO s81.l!ueaw 


